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1-1
CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Guenther called the regular meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

1-2
ROLL CALL
The following members were present:  Anderson, Baker, Copley, Guenther and Phillips.  Gardner and Willis were absent.  Also present were Don Pennington and Rodney Nanney, Township Planners, David Schroeder, Township Engineer and Rick Mayernik, Building/Zoning Administrator.

1-3
DETERMINATION OF QUORUM

A quorum was present.

1-4
ADOPTION OF AGENDA
A motion was made by Anderson and supported by Copley to adopt the agenda as presented.  The motion carried.
1-5
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A.
Minutes of the DECEMBER 16, 2009 Meeting
A motion was made by Anderson and supported by Baker to approve the minutes as corrected.  The motion carried.

1-6
CITIZEN PARTICIPATION
There was no Citizen Participation 
1-7
CORRESPONDENCE
A.
Riverine Development, Inc. (Rock) – Information regarding the status of activity by the developer.
A motion was made by Anderson and supported by Copley to receive the correspondence.  The motion carried. 
Phillips said he wanted to bring the Planning Commission up to date on the request from Riverine for a permit from the Michigan Department of Natural Resources and Environment (MDNRE) for a private waste water system.  He reminded the Planning Commission that the MDNRE had denied the request 
and that Riverine appealed the decision.  He said during the appeal, the administrative law judge put the request in abeyance to give Riverine time to present their proposal to the Township.  Phillips said the developer’s attorney  sends status reports to the MDNRE stating that they are pursuing the project with the Township.  He said the last report said the developer was waiting to see the results of the Growth Management Plan update.  He said Riverine had a representative at the January 2009 meeting of the Township Board and the Planning Commission at the beginning of the Growth Management Plan update process.  He said the Township has not received any other comments from Riverine.
B.
City of Ypsilanti – Request for comments on the Draft Master Plan Amendment for the Non-Motorized Transportation Plan

A motion was made by Copley and supported by Anderson to receive the correspondence.  The motion carried.
Baker asked if sidewalks in the Township were permitted to be made from the kind of permeable pavers described in the City of Ypsilanti plan.  The Planning Commission discussed using the pavers on a development-wide scale.  Schroeder said there could be a problem using them in the Township due to the Township’s clay soil and the likelihood that water could collect beneath the pavers.  The Planning Commission agreed to give the matter additional consideration.   
1-8
PUBLIC HEARINGS, DELIBERATIONS AND ACTIONS

There were no Public Hearings
1-9  REPORTS
A.  
Ordinance Officer

A motion was made by Copley and supported by Anderson to receive the report.  The motion carried.

B.
Building Inspector

A motion was made by Anderson and supported by Copley to receive the report.  The motion carried.

C.
Zoning Administrator

A motion was made by Copley and supported by Anderson to receive the report.  The motion carried.

1-10
 OLD BUSINESS

There was no Old Business
1-11 NEW BUSINESS

A.
Election of Officers for 2010
A motion was made by Baker and supported by Anderson to open the nominations for Planning Commission Officers for 2010.  The motion carried.
A motion was made by Copley and supported by Baker to nominate David Guenther as Chairman for 2010.  The motion carried.
A motion was made by Anderson and supported by Baker to close the nominations.  The motion carried.

The motion to elect David Guenther as the Chair of the Superior Township Planning Commission for 2010 passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Anderson and supported by Baker to nominated Jay Gardner as Vice-Chairman for 2010.  The motion carried.

A motion was made by Anderson and supported by Phillips to close the nominations.  The motion carried.

The motion to elect Jay Gardner as Vice-Chairman of the Superior Township Planning Commission for 2010 passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Anderson and supported by Phillips to elect John Copley as Secretary for 2010.  The motion carried.  
A motion was made by Anderson and supported by Phillips to close the nominations.  The motion carried.

The motion to elect John Copley as the Secretary of the Superior Township Planning Commission for 2010 passed unanimously.  

1-12
 POLICY DISCUSSION
A.
Growth Management Plan Update

Pennington reported that the plan was distributed to Washtenaw County and to adjoining communities for comment.  He said at the March Planning Commission meeting the comments will be available for the Planning Commission’s review.  He said in the meantime the plan can be tweaked as necessary.

Anderson referred to the Grand Rapids Sustainability Plan she provided to the Planning Commission.  She said the Growth Management Plan did not include enough about sustainability.  She said sustainability is a part of the Township’s vision and the Planning Commission should do more to encourage developers in this area.  Nanney said the Growth Management Plan could include a recommendation that the Township adopt a Sustainability Plan.

Copley said he was not sure how to create the incentives for developers to use sustainable development practices.  Phillips said that if the Township tried to require certain practices, we could be told by the state building official that it was an illegal requirement.  Guenther suggested allowing a greater density for LEED certified projects.  Phillips suggested requiring developers to describe how their projects will save energy.  Guenther suggested finding out what other communities are doing to encourage sustainable development.  He said the Planning Commission needs concrete items to consider.  

Guenther asked about a method for historic recognition.  He suggested using the Planned Community district in a way to encourage preservation.  Nanney suggested creating an overlay district within the zoning ordinance for historic resources.  The Planning Commission discussed the overlay district and agreed that it was not a good idea.  Phillips said he would talk to the owners of the homes along Plymouth Rd. that are recognized as historic by Washtenaw County to gauge their opinions about historic recognition by the Township.
1 -13 ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Copley and supported by Phillips to adjourn at 9:30 p.m.  The motion carried.
Respectfully submitted, 

John Copley

Planning Commission Secretary

Deborah L. Kuehn

Planning Commission Recording Secretary
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