SUPERIOR CHARTER TOWNSHIP

PLANNING COMMISSION
MARCH 24, 2010

APPROVED MINUTES 

Page 4 of 4

3-1
CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Guenther called the regular meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

3-2
ROLL CALL
The following members were present:  Anderson, Baker, Copley, Gardner, Guenther, Phillips and Willis.  Also present were Don Pennington and Rodney Nanney, Township Planners, David Schroeder, Township Engineer and Rick Mayernik, Building/Zoning Administrator.

3-3
DETERMINATION OF QUORUM

A quorum was present.

3-4
ADOPTION OF AGENDA
A motion was made by Gardner and supported by Anderson to adopt the agenda as amended, adding under New Business, Item 11. A. Report from Commissioner Baker concerning Woodside Village.  The motion carried.
3-5
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A.  
Minutes of the FEBRUARY 24, 2010 Meeting
A motion was made by Anderson and supported by Copley to approve the minutes as corrected.  The motion carried.

3-6
CITIZEN PARTICIPATION
There was no Citizen Participation.

3-7
CORRESPONDENCE
A.
City of Ypsilanti Planning Commission comments on Superior Township Draft Master Plan

A motion was made by Copley and supported by Phillips to receive the comments.  The motion carried.
B.
Washtenaw County Public Health comments of Superior Township Draft Master Plan

A motion was made by Copley and supported by Anderson to receive the comments.  The motion carried.
C.
Washtenaw Area Transportation Study comments on Superior Township Draft Master Plan
A motion was made by Anderson and supported by Copley to receive the comments.  The motion carried. 
3-8
PUBLIC HEARINGS, DELIBERATIONS AND ACTIONS

There were no Public Hearings.
3-9 
REPORTS
A.  
Ordinance Officer

A motion was made by Anderson and supported by Phillips to receive the report.  The motion carried.

B.
Building Inspector

A motion was made by Copley and supported by Anderson to receive the report.  The motion carried.

C.
Zoning Administrator

A motion was made by Copley and supported by Anderson to receive the report.  The motion carried.

3-10
 OLD BUSINESS
A.
STPC#08-03 Superior Township Master Plan: A Growth Management Plan 

1.
Review of comments received.

Nanney said Planning Commission should review the comments received from the City of Ypsilanti, the Washtenaw County Health and Food System Economic Partnership and the Washtenaw Area Transportation Study, and decide if there are any changes to be made to the Master Plan as a result of the comments. 

Guenther reviewed the comments from the City of Ypsilanti letter dated February 19, 2010.  The Planning Commission agreed that no action was needed as a result of any of the comments.  
Guenther reviewed the undated comments from the Washtenaw County Public Health and Food System Economic Partnership.  The Planning Commission discussed the recommendation to the Township that the plan endorse connectivity between roads and residential areas and the need for complete streets.  Nanney said he would make sure that the idea is represented in the Master Plan.  

Guenther commented on the recommendation to promote small farmers who support local business.  He said that Ann Arbor Township has a program that supports small farmers.  He said it provides a defense against the argument that smaller parcels of agricultural land are too small to farm economically and are therefore “dead land.”  He said he would contact Ann Arbor Township to find out more about the program.  Nanney said the idea could be expressed in the action plan section of the Master Plan with extra bullet points.
The Planning Commission reviewed the comments from the Washtenaw Area Transportation Study (WATS.)  Guenther said the comments were not locally focused.  The Planning Commission discussed change “pedestrian” to “non-motorized” when describing walkways.  Nanney said the Township is not required to match terms with WATS.  The Planning Commission agreed to not change terms.  
Phillips said the WATS plan is ambitious but that it is outdated and the Superior Township Master Plan should not refer to it.  Pennington said that if the Township implemented all of the comments from WATS, Superior Township would not be the township the residents want it to be.

3-11 NEW BUSINESS

A.
Report from Commissioner Baker on Woodside Village.

Baker said residents from Woodside Village attended the Neighborhood Watch meeting on March 23, 2010 and reported problems with trespassers, vandals and thieves in the area.  She said it was related to the fact that there is an access road that allows non-residents to drive back into the undeveloped areas and preserved open space, compounded by the fact that the development is not complete.  She said it is an unintended consequence of the Planning Commission’s efforts to preserve natural features, that wooded or isolated areas may naturally attract undesirable activities.
Phillips said he would talk to the sheriff about the problems.  He said the Township is already working with the developer to resolve some of the problems resulting from the undeveloped areas.  He said this was the first time the Township received complaints from the Woodside residents about the illicit activities.   
3-12 POLICY DISCUSSION
1.
Guenther asked about the status of the Heritage Area Advisory Commission.  Phillips said Kay Williams was interested in reviving it.  He said the next step will be for the Township Board to decide if there are enough volunteers to create the Commission.

2.
Guenther said that Ann Arbor Township has a Small Farms Initiative.  He suggested looking into it and including it as an action item for the Master Plan or some future Planning Commission meeting.
3 -13 ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Copley and supported by Gardner to adjourn at 9:10 p.m.  The motion carried.
Respectfully submitted, 

John Copley

Planning Commission Secretary
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Planning Administrator and Planning Commission Recording Secretary
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